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the northern operations, including those against Bundelcund
and Cuttack, Lord Lake, the Commander-in-Chief, was in
personal charge, with a force of 21,000 men, of whom 6000
were allotted to the former attack and 5000 to the latter theatre,
leaving 10,000 for the main army. Arthur Wellesley, the
Governor-General's brother, whose later career in Europe we
have recently followed to its apotheosis at Waterloo, was in
command in the south, having general control of the operations
of his own army of 11,000 men, the Hyderabad contingent of
9000 under Stevenson, which was to co-operate with him in
the main offensive, and Murray's 4000, whose mission it was to
occupy Gujerat—and who, it may here be said, to save further
reference to this force, succeeded in doing so with little
difficulty.
In August 1803, Arthur Wellesley, realising that nothing
was to be hoped for from further conversations with Sindia and
the Bhonsla', exercised the discretionary power given him and
moved forward from his area of concentration east of Poona
against the strongly fortified little place of Ahmednagar, which
he at once stormed out of hand and made his advanced base.
Stevenson had meanwhile crossed the Hyderabad frontier, and
the two armies effected their junction at Aurungabad. The
enemy, who, to the strength of some 50,000 men, had been
assembling north of the Ajunta hills, now in their turn took the
offensive in the direction of Hyderabad territory, but being
headed off by Wellesley, fell back slowly northwards, and were
overtaken and brought to battle at Assaye. The British General,
though his forces were so split up that he could only bring some
6000 men on to the field, boldly assailed the hostile left, and after
fierce fighting drove them from their ground with heavy loss,
practically all Sindia Js infantry being destroyed ; the remnant
fled in disorder beyond the Tapti, followed by Stevenson, who
had taken no part in the battle, While the latter was besieging
and taking the fortress of Asirgarh, Wellesley, who was refitting
his army and collecting supplies at Aurungabad for a renewed
offensive, was once more called on to deal with incursions by
the Mahratta cavalry, who endeavoured to sweep round his left
and rear to harry the country south of the Godavery. Before
long, however, he was ready to resume his advance, which was
directed against the Bhonsla's capital of Nagpore; Ragoji,
attempting to oppose his progress, was swept aside at Argaum,
and the capture by storm of the hill fortress of Gawilgarh left
his territory at the mercy of the British. But before Wellesley
could crown his brilliant campaign by the occupation of his
opponent's capital, the latter, his spirit broken by the evil news
from the north, sued humbly for terms.

